
 Proposed Code Change  
 State Form 41186R  

  FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 RETURN TO:  
 INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY Received  5/12/09 
 CODE SERVICES SECTION  

 302 W. Washington Street Room W246 Code  16-09 

 Indianapolis, IN 46204  

INSTRUCTIONS: Only TYPED copy accepted.  

 (KEY – Dashed line through material to be deleted, underline material to be added)  

 Use second sheet for any material requiring more space.  

Code Title Edition 

     International Residential Code      2009 

Section number and title Page 

     R301.5 Table Min. Uniformly Dist Live Loads      48 

Proponent Title 

     Carolyn Schleif      President, Nightingale Designs, Inc. 

Address Phone 

     10517 Hyde Park, Carmel, IN  46032      (317) 580-0540 

PROPOSED CODE CHANGE (Check One) 

X  Change to read as follows  Add to read as follows  Delete and substitute as follows  Delete without substitution 

 
Change Habitable attics & attics served w/ fixed stairs, and sleeping rooms to 40 psf or 60 psf. 
 
 

REASON AND FISCAL IMPACT 

 
Reason:  The emergence of home offices in attic renovation.  Libraries require design loads of 100 psf, and reading rooms require 
60 psf.  A reading room is probably a good comparison since home offices usually have very heavy items such as bookshelves and 
file cabinets, but not as much as a library, usually. 
 
 
Fiscal impact:   Minimal cost since most other floor joists require 40 psf design loading anyway.  Less handling/sorting & storage 
issue. Huge savings to small, emerging buisinesses and homewoners in the prevention of floor failures. 

REVIEW RECOMMENDATION 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Approve as amended 

Further Study 

 

 


